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       University education in Africa   
Page  4 

In Africa of old, education 

experience was strictly set up to 
prepare the young for society in the 

community. The schooling system 
pre- European colonialism 

consisted of groups of older people 
teaching aspects and rituals that 
would help them in adulthood. 

Education in early African societies 
teach such things as artistic 

performances, ceremonies, games, 
festivals, dancing, singing, and 
drawing. Boys and girls were taught 

separately to help prepare each sex 
for their adult roles. Every member 

of the community had a hand in 
contributing to the educational 
upbringing of the child. The high 

point of the African educational 
experience was the ritual passage 

ceremony from childhood to 
adulthood. There were no academic 
examinations necessary to graduate 

in the African educational system.. 
With the advent of western 

education which was one of the 
products of colonialism, schooling 
was no longer just about rituals and 

rites of passage, but earning an 
education that would enable 

Africans to develop their countries  

in line with modern dictate.  

The beginning of the twentieth 
century witnessed an exodus of 

African youths to Europe and 
America for educational pursuits. 
These generation of Africans 

returned back to their various 
countries to chart the course of a 

new nation and struggle for 
independence. The likes of Dr 
Kwame Nkrumah of Ghana, Dr 

Nnamdi Azikiwe of Nigeria, 
Kenneth Kaunda of Zambia, 

Nwalimu Julius Nyerere of 
Tanzania later emerged President of 
their various countries. 

 In the early years of Africaôs 
independence, the question of 

education particularly higher 
education was at the heart of 
nationalists who were at the 

vanguard of the struggle for 
independence.  Kwame Nkurumah 

was assembling young Ghanaians 
and taking them to Europe and 
America to acquire higher 

education. 
In eastern Africa, the renowned 

Tom Mboya was at the heart of the 
great airlift of 1960s. It was 

assumed then as now that Africa 

could not realize its potential in the 

absence of education. In the words 
of Mobutu Sese Seko of the 

Democratic Republic of Congo, the 
priority of priorities was education. 
Today African countries can boast 

of over 30 universities both public 
and private in all fields. Yet many 

African students still have to travel 
to other part of the world before 
they can have university education. 

This attest to the fact that the 
continent cherish western education 

which is the main source of 
knowledge, skill and scientific 
expertise.  

As at December 2010 there are over 
21,000 Nigerian students in the UK, 

19,000 in US and other places in the 
Western world. The trend has also 
moved to Asia and Middle East 

with over 5,000 Nigerian students 
in Malaysia, 7,000 in China, 3000 

in Japan and about 2000 in UAE.  
With over one million student 
completing their Secondary 

education in June 2011 and the lack 
of enough place for them in 

Nigerian based universities, there 
will continue to be a serious 
upsurge of Nigerian students. 

                          Continue on page 6 
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seeking university education outside the shores of the 
country. The situation in most other African countries 
is not very different from what obtains in Nigeria.  

Having been educated in UK, USA, and Canada, 
African parents give priority to British and American 

universities as choice for their children university 
education. This scenario have changed in recent time 
due to the strict immigration policy of both United 

Kingdom, USA and Canada.  
With the encouragement and liberal immigration 

policy of Asian and Middle East countries, couple  

with the availability of UK, US universities in the 

region, it is now attractive to African students.  
In recent time, United Arab Emirates has become an 
emerging destination for African students due to its 

discipline society. Many European and North 
American universities have established its campuses 

in the country to cater for expatriate workers 
children at highly competitive rate compared to 
what they normally charge in their home country. 

This has turned out to be of substantial benefit to 
students from Africa whose parents will ordinarily 

send to UK, USA, or Canada.  
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